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Second Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2016 – 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
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Second Sunday in Lent

February 21, 2016 – 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Children are always welcome at our worship services.

A drop-off Nursery is available to children age 2 and younger, 
in the Nursery School wing starting at 9:45 a.m.

*Those who are able are invited to stand.
Prelude  

               
             
                                                                        Mr. Maxim Pakhomov
Welcome and Announcements                                              Mr. Gary Morello, Associate Minister                                 
Passing of the Peace

*Hymn #153             “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”
*Call to Worship                                                                         
Put away your hesitation to be in a relationship with God.

Quiet your fears and anxieties, for God welcomes all of us. 


God is our light and our salvation;


Whom shall I fear?

Look to the Gospels for inspiration and assurance;

Look around you, for God’s presence is everywhere. 


God is the stronghold of our lives;


Of whom shall we be afraid? 

Let us watch and wait with our Creator;

Let us trust in one who gives life and hope.


Teach us your ways, O God,


And lead us on a level path.

*Prayer of Confession (unison)
God of all people, we confess that we would like to claim your majesty and power for our exclusive benefit. We relish the good things of life and are reluctant to share with those who seem less deserving. We resist the prophets who point out our greed, even when we feel we are being generous. We resent persons in positions of authority over us who seem not to have our best interests at heart. O God, how can we receive your mercy when we are reluctant at times to pass it on? Help us to center our lives in your love more than on our own desires. Amen.

*Promises of God

*Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
*Gloria Patri 
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Junior Choir Anthem
              “God Is Love”                                             Cyril V. Taylor
(10:00 only)                     
Children’s Message and Dismissal         



      Mary Jo Colman
(10:00 only)                     
Joys and Concerns

Moment of Silence

Old Testament Lesson     
  
 Psalm 27:1-6



Steve Weeden, 8:30
                                                          (page 503 NRSV)

            Gary Holmes, 10:00
*Hymn #494 
                                   “We Would Be Building”
Epistle Lesson                                  Philippians 2:1-5 
                                                         (page 197 NSRV)            

Sermon    
                       
       “Home Sweet Home”



  Mr. Morello
                                
Offertory                               
“Create In Me A Clean Heart”                      J. A. Freylinghausen
(10:00 only)  



   Senior Choir 
*Doxology (10:00 only)  
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*Prayer of Dedication (unison)
In the confidence that you will multiply our best efforts, we bring our offerings for the work of your church in the world. Holy God, it is a joy to present our gifts, for we are as blessed in our giving as we have been in receiving abundant goodness from your hand. Be to us an overshadowing presence that gathers us into community so we may hear your voice and receive you abiding love. Amen
*Hymn 

                     “All Are Welcome”

                                  (next page)
*Benediction
    
Mr. Morello
Postlude  
                                                    *                *                *
Today’s Greeters are the Westbrook Family; Brad, Lindsay, Paige & Jane
Today’s Ushers are Lou Converse, Gary Holmes, Theo Osgood and Steve Weeden.
Music Notes:  Throughout Lent the choir will be presenting various settings of Psalm 51.  It speaks of self-examination and searching for the better self. This text seems to match our Lenten theme. We hope you find them interesting.  
All Are Welcome

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that free us:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

“All are Welcome,” Words: Marty Haugen, Tune: TWO OAKS. Copyright © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by Permission. OneLicense # A-700336 


Church Announcements
Church School
The lesson for  this Block Sunday is “Woman at the Well” - John 4:5-42,
"Jesus teaches about God".
Reminder: Feb 28th, we will begin to make Blessing Bag Messages during Church School time. 3rd grade Communion Classes will be March 6th & 13th during Church School time.

Midnight Run Collection Has Begun:  
Look for the Marked Donation Boxes in Parish Hall
On Good Friday, our Youth Group will be heading into NYC to bring food, clothing, and personal care items to the homeless living on the streets.  We are asking for the entire congregation to help with our collection efforts.  Here's how you can participate this month:

· Church School families are being asked to collect personal care items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, washcloths, soap, deodorant, shampoo, lip balm and tissue packages.  Details were sent to all via e-mail.  If you are unsure what your child is supposed to collect, please contact MJ Colman.

· We need LOTS of men's clothing, specifically in this order: durable pants like blue jeans or sweatpants (large sizes preferred); socks (tube socks, white or dark); men’s briefs (jockey style, sizes 32 to 42); sweaters, sweatshirts, and long-sleeve shirts (large and extra-large, dark colors preferred); and T-shirts (medium to extra-large).

· We need a few of the same items for women.  Typically, we'll clothe 60-65 men and about 10 women during the evening.

You are more than welcome to clean out your closet and bring items in that are in good condition.  Or if you are out and about at Walmart, Kohl's, or Target, look for deals and pick up a few new items to donate (especially socks and underwear). Any items of clothing not on the list above should be given to Person-to-Person.

Don't have time to shop?  No problem, our youth will happily do it for you!  Simply give your donation to Gary Morello and he'll get the youth organized and looking for deals.  We can make $25 go a long way at Walmart! 

Questions?  Please contact our Midnight Run organizer, Gary Morello. 

Board of Christian Outreach

1,000 pound food challenge - 2016
The 1,000 pound food challenge is on!!!  During the months of January and February, the FCC Board of Outreach has set a goal to collect 1,000 pounds of non-perishable food for our local shelters:  The Open Door Shelter (Norwalk Emergency Shelter) and Person-to-Person.  We are halfway through the challenge and have collected 330 lbs. so far. Please help us reach our goal – chunky soups and pasta sauce needed most! If every family in the Congregation donates five pounds of food, we will surpass our goal!  Collection baskets are located on the stage in Parish Hall or you may leave donations near the pulpit in the sanctuary.   THANK YOU!

Help the Open Door Shelter (Norwalk Emergency Shelter)
We are cooking for and serving at the Open Door Shelter (formerly Norwalk Emergency Shelter): Thursday February 25th — 8:00 am -- cook at First Congregational Church in Darien, Friday February 26th -- 11:45 am - 2 pm -- serve at the Open Door Shelter (formerly Norwalk Emergency Shelter), 4 Merritt Street, South Norwalk.

Please contact Heather Raker hraker@me.com to help!.  
Many hands make light work – very rewarding!

The Darien House Tour:  Homes with Heart

Planning is now underway for the second Darien House Tour:  Homes with Heart, which will take place on June 2nd with a celebratory after party on June 3rd.  Proceeds will benefit Darien’s Thriving Youth Initiative, the Community Fund of Darien’s new program that seeks to address the issues of youth mental health in our community, as well as approximately 20 other local non-profit organizations.  

NEED SILENT AUCTION ITEMS – Anyone with connections to events (sporting, theatre, television) or restaurants, Services (interior Design, Art, landscaping) please contact Anna Denoyer at anna.denoyer@gmail.com.

FCCD donated over $150,000 in 2015 to our outreach partners!
Thank you for your financial dollars and for your hands on support of these wonderful organizations! 
The Board of Christian Outreach thanks you for your support!
Gayle Appleby, Lindsay Atha, Tracey Berry, Yvette Borecki, Anna Denoyer, Joanne Gabriel, Lora Grassilli, Vince Hough, Annette Madden-Kline, Wendy Mulligan, Heather Raker, 

Charlie Wetmore

Share Your Enthusiasm and Skills!

Add your unique talents to the leadership of our church by joining one of our four Boards.  We invite you to feel the reward of deeper involvement at FCCD. 
Board of Deacons:  Responsible for our worship services, including the order of worship, the music, the scripture readings, communion, ushers, greeters, and feedback to the clergy, as well as our church’s membership. Meets the 2nd Monday of each month - Evening Meetings. 
Board of Stewards:  Handles our church’s finances, including the budget, investments, restricted funds, as well as maintaining and improving the buildings and grounds.  Meets the 2nd Monday of each month - Evening Meetings.
Board of Christian Education:  In charge of the Church School, adult education programs, special events (the Sunday Sundae ice cream social, the Blessing of the Animals, the Advent Workshop, etc.) and youth programs.   Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month - Evening Meetings.
Board of Christian Outreach:  Researches local nonprofits, allocates church charitable funds to these groups, organizes hands-on mission projects and our ongoing relationship serving the Norwalk Emergency Shelter.  Oversees the In May We Help campaign, Christmas Dove Box program, and monthly Food First Sundays.   Meets the 2nd Monday of each month - Evening Meetings.

"MEET NEW PEOPLE", "FEEL REWARD", ENGAGE IN DISCUSSION OUTSIDE YOUR CURRENT SPHERE", "HAVE FUN!" **
**(words of current board members)
Your participation in the volunteer leadership of our church is an important and rewarding part of being a member of this congregation.  Ideally, each family is represented on at least one board.  

We look forward to helping you find the committee that best suits your current interests and talents!!  Be in touch with Leila for more information at Leila@leilawetmore.com

Thank you!
2016 Nominating Committee,

Anna Denoyer, Audrey Esmond, Tom Hager, Andy Huntington, Harry McLachlin, 

Dave Miller, Leo Schlinkert, Leila Wetmore

11 Brookside "House Tour" Today!
 OK, so the renovated/repurposed church-owned house at 11 Brookside Road may not make the list for "House Tours 2016", but it is time for the doors to be opened. The 11 Brookside Road Committee is very grateful for all the encouragement and support from Stewards, Church Council and the Congregation and will be on hand to open the house to all after the 8:30 and 10:00a.m.  services today. While we realize it is the end of school vacation week, by the following weekend we hope to have a significant portion of the furniture of the new residents - Associate Minister Gary and spouse Erica Morello - moved into the Residence, making it rather difficult to explore. So please join us this morning to see the Residence, Community Room and Youth Center in their almost-complete stages near the completion of our 21-month project! (Note: A formal dedication lies ahead)

Many Hands Make Light Work - The $20,000 Painting Crew!
 In an effort to save a much-needed $20,000 on the renovation of our 11 Brookside Road facility, Council agreed to use volunteers to spread over 55 gallons of paint throughout the complex. As we head into tours of the almost-complete facility this Sunday, we would like to thank all those who participated in this incredible effort. We apologize in advance if anyone is missing from the list: FCC Youth Group, Marc Thorne, Bob Monro, Dale Rosenberger, Cecile Windels, Gary and Erica Morello, Raker Family, Brennan Family, Jim Gleason, John Wygal, Harry MacLachlin, Sally Bassler, Tracey Berry, John Weber, Susan Wilson, Michael Chiodo, Ray Hodil, Ellen Kirby, MaryLou and Phil  Meyer, Deb Parnon, Janet Soskin, Leila, Finley and Eliza Wetmore, Kathy Cramer, Ruth and Arnold Feintuck, Bill Lattimer.

 

As with any project, some people stepped up "above and beyond" in their contribution of time and energy, and is this one we need to give special recognition Mandy Teare, Judith Sinche, Caroline Burke and, particularly, Kathy Monro for their incredible efforts! 

With great thanks, 

The 11 Brookside Road Committee

Youth Collective Experiment
The Youth Collective is a place where youth groups can come together and connect with other kids to learn about God and learn about community.  We meet monthly (last Saturday of every month through June) at the Stamford YMCA located at 10 Bell Street in Stamford. 
The Youth Collective Vision
The youth collective has three goals:
1. Biblical Literacy: We want to teach kids the basics about the Bible

2. Spirituality: We want to encourage young people to pray and meditate daily

3. Community: We want to create a place where kids can come together and have shared experiences, building new friendships with others in Fairfield County
How We Accomplish the Vision
While Gary and Shawn have ministries going on at their own churches, the youth collective is an experiment that we are doing to help build interdependence between churches. Youth ministry is tough in Fairfield County and getting kids together without having other kids around can be hard. To solve this problem we thought we would try an experiment for 6 months to see if, by inviting youth groups to come together once a month, we could create an event that kids would come to. We've partnered with the YMCA in Stamford and locked in our schedule for the next 6 months to see if this experiment might work. 

​It's as simple as that. 
And so we invite you to join us. 
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Church Calendar

Today

 “Come As You Are” worship service, 4:30 p.m. in Parish Hall
Thursday, February 25
Cooking for the Open Door Shelter, 8:00 a.m. in the Church Kitchen

Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Senior Choir, 8:00 p.m.

Friday, February 26

Serving at the Open Door Shelter, 11:45 a.m.

Sunday, February 28
Worship Service at 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
Confirmation Class, 11:00 a.m.

Knitting Ministry, 11:30 a.m. in the Morehouse Room

Welcome to the First Congregational Church of Darien
We are an accepting community where faith in Christ makes a difference. We welcome you to worship with us wherever you are on your journey.  As a spiritual home, our hallmarks are education, fellowship and pastoral care.  Children have a special place in our church family, and are embraced with love, guidance and opportunities for spiritual growth. We are a church of conscience, unafraid of the issues of today and serving as a reconciling force among different faiths. 
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Ministers:  Every member of the congregation.

Clergy and Staff:

The Rev. Dale Rosenberger, Pastor (emergency pager)  1-(203) 368-7789

Mr. Gary Morello, Associate Minister

The Rev. Ronald T. Evans, Pastor Emeritus

Sally Bassler, Lay Minister for Pastoral Care (cell) (203) 554-1724

Mary Jo Colman, Church School Director

Daniel Hague, Music Director   Maxim Pakhomov, Organist

Teri Manning, Nursery School Director   Karen Hansen, Treasurer   

Dennis Hanlon, Church Administrator   

Carlos Maya, Weekday Sexton   Ruth Salazar, Sunday Sexton

Find "First Congregational Church of Darien" 

on Facebook, Google+, Vimeo and "@UCCDarien" on Twitter.
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United Church of Christ


14 Brookside Road, Darien, CT 06820


Phone: 203-655-0491     Fax: 203-655-7620


E-mail: info@uccdarien.org


�HYPERLINK "http://www.uccdarien.org/"��www.uccdarien.org�











Pastoral Care Emergencies





Should you have a Pastoral Care Emergency, during Rev. Rosenberger’s time from the office (Feb. 16- Feb 22), please do not hesitate to page our Associate Minister, Gary Morello (emergency pager # 1-(203) 368-7789).





All Pastoral Care matters are held in the strictest confidence.
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